
The “Good News” of St. Paul United Church of Christ 
 

July/August 2021 
 

The Mission of St. Paul UCC, a congregation united in Jesus Christ, is to share the gospel of Christ and to share his 

love for us with others in our community. We will work to bring others to the knowledge of Jesus by showing that we 

are a caring and welcoming congregation 
 

 

161 S. Main St. 
Shrewsbury, PA  17361 
Phone:  717-235-7003 

Email:  saintpaulucc161@gmail.com 
Website: www.saintpaulucc.com 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Martha H. Boyer 
Handicap Accessible 

Staffed Nursery Available 
 

Worship Service 
 

                 Worship                   10:15 am 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARTHA BOYER 

Summer is a good time to listen. One of the first things that I listen for in the morning upon 

waking are the birds. I imagine, as I am hiking with Suzanne (my walking partner) what the 

birds are trying to tell us. On a warm sunny day, I imagine that they must be chirping in delight 

announcing the beauty of the light of the new day. Last Fall, during the height of the 

pandemic, they squawked and screeched frantically, as if to warn of imminent danger. 

However, I can only imagine as I am not Dr. Doolittle. I also listen to the sound of my voice as it 

seems I like to talk non-stop in the morning. Out of courtesy for Suzanne who also is a good 

conversationalist, I do try hard to listen to what she has on her mind, too. With that non-stop 

talking, sometimes we both take a break and in silence, gaze at the newest flowers that have 

begun to bloom. 

Today more than ever before, we need some good listeners who are willing to reach out in 

compassion to those who are sorely in distress. It saddens me to think of all those who had 

been completely confined to their rooms in nursing homes during the months of quarantine. 

Perhaps they have some sad stories to tell, but I am hopeful that they also had deep spiritual 

reservoirs from which to draw strength. Find some time this summer to build up your own 

spiritual muscles by reflecting on the beautiful passages from scripture as well as the 

fascinating birds, Eagles, and bears that seem to compel us to focus on the beauty of all God’s 

creation. 

 

 NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE…OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S 
JOURNEY…YOU ARE WELCOME AT THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. 



THE GOOD NEWS OF ST. PAUL – ACTIVITIES JULY/AUGUST 2021 
 

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS: Items for the 

next challenge in July, Aug & Sept. 

Beef soup - 50 cans 

Canned Carrots - 50 cans 

Spam - 25 cans 

Pancake syrup - 25 bottles 

Jelly - 25 jars 

Coffee - 25 cans 
 

CONFERENCE REPORT 

On June 12
th

, 2021, Pastor Martha, Nancy Seim 

and I attended the 59
th

 Annual Meeting of the 

Penn Central Conference. The meeting started 

at 9:06 am with greeting and instructions on 

voting. We found out that we did have a 

quorum so we were able to proceed with voting 

on the business items. We started with an 

opening worship service. We then moved into a 

“state of the conference” report by Conference 

Minister, Rev. Dr. Carrie Call who outlined the 

attendance challenges facing churches in the 

conference as well as the UCC in general. 

However, she also expressed her gratitude to the 

strong leadership that she sees in the churches 

of the conference and the hope that will 

continue in the future. There was also some 

other business including lively discussion on 

the conference budget and recognition of 

delegates to General Synod July 11
th

-18
th

 which 

I will be a conference delegate virtually. We 

closed with communion and an installation 

service for Rev. Dr. Marisa Laviola, a new 

Associate Conference Minister. I feel the 

conference has put together a good staff who is 

always willing to help and provide resources. I 

enjoyed the meeting and also being able to meet 

face to face with friends from the conference 

again. I plan to attend next year and keep you 

up to date on what is going on around Penn 

Central conference. 
 

Thank You! 

- Andrew Boyer 
 

Communion will be celebrated  
Sunday, July 11 and Sunday, August 1. 

“Christmas in July” will be celebrated at St. 
Paul Church on Sunday, July 25 during our 
10:15 am worship. There will be no presents, 
no decorations, no excessive preparation for 
the occasion. There will only be a celebration in 
worship of the essence and true meaning of 
Christmas. There will be some quiet moments 
for reflection about our best memories of 
Christmas as well as the opportunity to sing 
those favorite carols which we often only 
reserve for Advent and Christmas! This will not 
be a time to say, “Merry Christmas,” but a time 
to greet one another with the phrase, “May 
you have a meaningful Christmas!” 
 
TROY IS COMING BACK- August 22, 2021 

We were deeply thankful to have Troy 
Winemiller share his musical gifts with us at St. 
Paul Church on June 6 in worship. And now we 
can celebrate with him once again on Rally Day, 
2021 on August 22. Our rally day this year is a 
little bit earlier in the summer than normal. 
However, Troy is available on that date and not 
in September, when he is employed at Starview 
UCC in Manchester. 
Loretta, Troy and Pastor Martha are planning 
this special rally entitled:: "Love Songs of our 
Faith"., which features several “love” scriptures 
and love songs. Troy says he “Loves” the idea 
and we all at St. Paul Church will be so happy to 
welcome him back to his home church for that 
occasion. Please mark your calendars and 
spread the word. 
 

Pastor Martha will be on vacation June 26 

through July 5 and August 9 through August 

15. There will be no in person worship service 

on Sunday, July 4
th 

or August 15
th

. Go to St. 

Paul’s Facebook page to pick an online service 

on 7/4 and 8/15. 

There will be communion on Sunday, July 11
th

. 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency or know 

someone is in the hospital, please notify Rev. 

Brian Biery at 717.579.4031. 



THE GOOD NEWS ST. PAUL—SCRIPTURES AND READERS                                                       JULY 2021 

   
 

July 4: Pastor Martha will be on vacation and St. Paul Church will not have services  
   that day. You are invited to watch a service on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
July 11: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost        The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
    Sermon: “God-inspired Joy” 

Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 24  
Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 1:3-14  
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 6:14-29  

       
 
      Reader:  Tom 
 
July 18: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
    Sermon: “The Church That We Want to Be” 

Old Testament Lesson:   Psalm 89:20-37 
Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 2:11-22 
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 6:30-34. 53-56, 
 

       
      Reader:  Jan 
 
July 25: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
    Sermon: “Christmas in July” 

Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 62:6-12  
Epistle Lesson:  Titus 3:4-7 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:1-20 

       
 
      Reader:  David 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



THE GOOD NEWS ST. PAUL—SCRIPTURES AND READERS AUGUST 2021 

 
August 1: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost   The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
    Sermon: “By the Sea”  

Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 51:1-12  
Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 4:1-16 
Gospel Lesson:  John 6:24-35 

       
      Reader:  Tom 
 
 
August 8: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
    Sermon: “Go Green Sunday” 

Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 130  
Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
Gospel Lesson:  John 6:35,41-51 

       
      Reader:  Andrew 
 
 
August 15: Pastor Martha will be on vacation and St. Paul Church will not have  
    services that day. You are invited to watch a service on the church’s  
    Facebook page. 
 
August 22: RALLY DAY 2021! Troy Winemiller is coming back for our rally on 
August 22, 10:15. A very special worship service is being planned. The theme of the 
service is “Love Songs of our Faith” Troy, Loretta and Pastor Martha will be leading us 
in worship with inspirational love scriptures from the Bible, as well as a large variety of 
Troy's love songs that lift us up and inspire us to build our strong faith together. The 
various hymns and scriptures will be announced at a later date. Please circle this date 
on your calendar and spread the word! 
 
August 29: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
      Sermon: “Love in the Movies” 

Old Testament Lesson:  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Epistle Lesson:  James 1:17-27 
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

       
      Reader:  Joan 

 
 

  



THE GOOD NEWS ST. PAUL – MILESTONES JULY/AUGUST 2021 

 

JULY BIRTHDAY’S   

07/15 Sandy Smith 
 Norma Sowers 
 

 
(To the best of our abilities, these 
listings are correct.  If these are not 
correct or are incomplete, please notify the 
secretary.  Thank you) 

 

**************************** 
 

“Be the first to forgive, to smile and to take 

the first step, and you will see happiness 

bloom on the face of your human brother or 

sister. Be always the first, do not wait for 

others to forgive. For by forgiving, you 

become the master of fate, the fashioner of 

life, the doer of miracles. To forgive is the 

highest, most beautiful form of love. In 

return, you will receive untold peace and 

happiness.”                         —Author unknown 

 

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the 

truth, and the life; hear us as we pray 

for the truth that shall make all free. 

Teach us that liberty is not only to be 

loved but also to be lived. Liberty is 

too precious a thing to be buried in 

books. It costs too much to be hoarded. 

Help us see that our liberty is not the 

right to do as we please, but the 

opportunity to please to do what is 

right.        

—Peter Marshall, Before the U.S. 

Senate.  

 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

08/12 Raymond Leber 

08/18 Allan Soto 

08/30 Joan Kerchner 
 
 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  

08/15 Dan and Elizabeth Sowers 

08/19 Dick and Doris Winemiller 

 

 

Congratulations to Sandy Schroeder 

(Great Grandma again) on the birth of 

her new great granddaughter: Maizie 

Rae Perkins born on Saturday, June 12. 
 

"If God sends us over rocky paths, he will 
provide us with sturdy shoes," said 19th-century 
pastor, Alexander MacLaren. 
 

Still, wouldn't most of us trade those shoes for a 
smooth road? We wonder why life is so hard and 
pray for an easier way. But a shortcut is often 
the wrong path. 
 

"It is through many persecutions that we must 
enter the kingdom of God," we hear in Acts 
14:22(NRSV). Faith requires hardship to grow, 
and there are things we can't learn unless we 
endure tough times. Thanks be to God for 
providing exactly what we need, no matter what 
we face. 

 
 

 
 
 



THE GOOD NEWS OF ST. PAUL – PRAYER LIST & FINANCIAL REPORT JULY & AUGUST 2021 

Members Homebound 

BETTY HILDEBRAND 

5699 SWAMP RD 

FELTON PA 17322 
 

ALVERT KISER 

 784 TOAD VALLEY RD 

 GLEN ROCK PA 17327 
  

YVONNE SWEENEY 

 19 PLANK RD 

GLEN ROCK PA 17327 
 

 VERA SACHS 

 200 LUTHER RD 

 SKILLED CARE CENTER #435 

 SHREWSBURY PA 17361 
 

MR/MRS RICHARD WINEMILLER 

121 W FORREST AVE 

SHREWSBURY PA 17361 
 

NORMA BROWN 

5 HILL ST 

SHREWSBURY PA 17361 
 

MARK CRAMER 

1463 LOOKER MOUNTAIN TRAIL 

RIXFORD PA 16745 

MARK.ALAN@GMAIL.COM 
 

 

 

 

 
ST. PAUL UCC MEMBERS—SHUT-INS/HEALTH CONCERNS 

DAVID BOYER, NORMA BROWN, MARK CRAMER, JANICE FRITZ, BETTY HILDEBRAND, ALVERTA KISER, NANCY LEBER, 

RAYMOND LEBER, JANE SCHMIEDT, NICOLE SMITH-ZEIGLER, ALLAN SOTO, JACKIE STOHLER, VONNIE SWEENEY, 

RICHARD & DORIS WINEMILLER, AZLYNN ZEIGLER 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY 

VERA SACHS GEORGE HESSE MARTY SAUBEL PAUL ENGEL 
DONNA SMITH BOB DENNEY KELLY KASHNER SHIRLEY RUTH 
SANDY & KIM 

STERNER 
MELISSA MILNER 
DELORES LIST 

SANDY HUNT 
TAVEN 

MARK FOLKOMER 

SHARON BLEVINS 
JILL DAYOFF 
DONNA KISER 

TESS SPRADIN 
BONNIE PRICE 
CAROL LOWE 

 

    

 

 

THOSE SERVING IN AND/OR SUPPORTING THE MILITARY & AROUND THE GLOBE   
 

 
 

 

 

CHECKING SUMMARY 05/01 THROUGH 05/31 
 

Balance as of 05/01 ....................................................................................... $2,265.64 

May Inflows ........................................................................ 6,140.40 

May Outflows .................................................................... (3,874.76) 

Balance as of 05/31 .......................................................................................... $2,265.64 
 

***************************************** 

BLESS OUR TROOPS   Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless 

them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

FEDERAL, STATE, CITY AND TOWN GOVERNMENTS 
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Partners in 
Blessing - Cooperative Mission, Cooperative Ministry 

July 2021 – Newsletter  
 

Mission Statement 
 We, the members of the York Association of the United Church of Christ, are called by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to represent 
Christ by: 

 supporting one another in our covenantal relationship;  

 calling clergy and laity to mutual accountability to the faith and order of the church;  

 witnessing together to God’s redeeming love.   (Adopted April 28, 1991) 
 

Getting to Know the York Association   
 

St. Paul’s UCC (Spring Grove)  
 

Located on the 
site of a former 
gladiolus farm in 
the Spring Grove 
School District for 
the last 40 years, 
St. Paul’s UCC is a 
small 
congregation with 

a big heart for service, for caring for the vulnerable, and 
for partnering with others in ministry.  

Heart for service. In the nearly six years that I have 
served as Pastor here, we have hosted (along with the 
York Association and the Spring Grove Middle School) 
two Group Workcamps with several hundred 
participants each, and we have sent our own youth to 
Group Workcamps in Parma, Ohio and Erie, 
Pennsylvania. Many smaller acts of service and kindness 
by members of all ages prepared the way for these 
larger events.  

Heart for the vulnerable. The church’s care for the 
vulnerable is evidenced in its financial support for local 
ministries and organizations such as the York Food 
Bank, Lifepath Christian Ministries, Harvest of Hope 
food pantry. Addressing hunger and food insecurity has 
been the focus this past year. The church has a robust 
Safe Sanctuary policy that is very much a living 
document. And a few months before the pandemic, 
after two years of preparation and discussion, the 
congregation voted to become Open & Affirming! 

Heart for partnering with others in ministry. St. 
Paul’s is the first church I have served in which OCWM 
giving is a part of the budget, and also a tithe of the 

income from the church’s endowment. With sadness, 
we are no longer able to tithe from our budget to 
OCWM. But the congregation is proud to give to all five 
of the UCC’s special funds. Members of the church have 
served in a number of Association and Conference 
committees. We have sent a few counselors and lots of 
campers to the Hartman Center. Having before been 
part of a Union church with St. Paul’s Lutheran in 
nearby Stoverstown, an ongoing covenant has had us 
sharing Thanksgiving, Lenten, and other activities 
together. We have also partnered with other UCC and 
Lutheran churches in our area with mid-week Lenten 
services. And we have ordained three clergywomen: the 
Rev. Phyllis Baum, the Rev. Barbara Brenneman, and 
the Rev. Jacquie Church-Young.  

The pandemic has challenged us to adapt. Many of 
our members are older than sixty. We have tried pre-
recorded and outdoor worship. We have learned how 
to live-stream worship. We have decided on policies for 
wearing masks, social distancing, and cleaning surfaces, 
and then as things change, revised them. Thank God, 
we’ve been blessed by the Spirit with patience and 
understanding. But there is an undeniable hunger for 
handshakes and hugs, to see one another without 
masks, and to sing—to experience God in the flesh.  

Yet we have recognized that we need to allow that 
hunger to deepen for the sake of our neighbor’s 
health—because we are a nurturing congregation. We 
hold Jesus’ commandments to love God with all that we 
are and to love our neighbors as ourselves as central to 
our life together. This love compels us to actively wait 
and hunger for that time when all God’s children will 
live lives marked by wholeness, health, and peace.  

Dave Martin, Pastor 
St. Paul’s UCC (Spring Grove) 

NEWS of the 26 Churches 
of the York Association 

 
 

Like us on Facebook: yorkucc 
YA Email:  YAPCCUCC@aol.com 
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“GO GREEN” SUNDAY IS BACK!  
Save the Date!  

Sunday, August 8, 2021  

1:00—3:00 pm  

Mt Zion UCC—York, PA  
 

Special guest, author, Jim 
Antal will join us via 
Zoom— Come and hear Jim 
talk about his life-long focus 
on Climate Change and 
loving our world and hear 
some “Practical Suggestions 
of what we can do” to love 
our world and help slow 

down the effects of climate change on our world.  
 

The Tri-State Shred truck will be here as well!  
 

Rev. Brenda Marin Enders, Chairperson 
York Association Outreach Committee 
 

Here is what is going on at the PCC 
offices!  
 Much of our time has been spent preparing for the 

59th Annual Meeting on June 12th. The conference 
voted in updated bylaws, as well as installed Rev. 
Dr. Marisa Laviola as Associate Conference Minister 
for Congregational Transitions.  

 Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Carrie Call also 
released update guidelines for staff travel, allowing 
staff to travel for preaching in person at worship 
services, after a months-long travel ban during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Many churches across the 
conference have since invited the clergy staff to 
preach in person – reach out to the PCC office if 
your church would like to have them speak! 

 Our virtual choir has also released several beautiful 
anthems recently, all of which can be found on the 
PCC YouTube page. 

Blessings, 
Paul Keller, PCC Office Manager 
www.pccucc.org  

 
This newsletter is mass emailed to York Association 
churches, clergy etc. around the 15

th
 each month. Please 

send in all articles by the 12
th

 of the prior month.  If you 
were receiving the newsletter and now are not, please 
check your Junk Mail folder and also mark 
news@yorkassociationucc.org as a Safe Sender in your 
email program. 

 

Around the Association 
 

Hayshire UCC, 100 Haybrook Dr, York 

What:  Re-Creation “Joyful” Musical Performance 
When:  July 18th at 10:00AM 
Re-Creation will be coming to Hayshire UCC and 
performing their musical program “Joyful” during 
worship on July 18th! Come enjoy traditional hymns, 
vibrant vocals, children’s songs, and dramatic pieces 
with strong messages. 

What:  3rd Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show 
When:  Saturday August 28th, 11:00am-2:00pm 
ALL makes and models of cars, trucks & motorcycles are 
welcome. All vehicles will be part of judging. 
Registration fee is $10/vehicle and can be completed in 
advance by calling the church office (717-848-4007) or 
on the day of the event from 9–10:30am. There will be 
food trucks, music, and crafts for kids.  

Grand Piano Needs a New Home 
My name is Laine, and I am the music director at 
Hayshire UCC.  I have a friend who has an urgent and 
dire need to re-home her grand piano ASAP.   
It is a Conreid and Sons purchased 1996 after being 
completely refurbished by Reifsnyder’s in 
Lancaster.  Serial number is 7611. 
 

  
 

It plays well.  Has a nice mellow sound.  Beautiful case 
albeit a little dusty.  Bench is included.  Holds tune well.  
Any taker will have to make arrangements before June 
29th to move it themselves.  
If interested, contact Laine @ lbeachley@gmail.com  

 
 

Zion UCC, York will again be the proud sponsor of 

Tennis for Kids in Penn Park which will be held each Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9-11 AM at the tennis courts 
June 15 through July 15, 2021. Detailed information on this 
free program is available at www.tennisforkidsyork.com or by 
contacting the church office. Advance registration is required.  

Zion UCC York is sponsoring Arts in Penn Park, with 
Creative York, on Thursday, July 22, 2021, from 6:30 to 7:30 
PM.  Detailed information is available at 
https://creativeyork.org.  

 

http://www.pccucc.org/
mailto:news@yorkassociationucc.org
mailto:lbeachley@gmail.com
http://www.tennisforkidsyork.com/
https://creativeyork.org/
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ST PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

161 S MAIN ST 

SHREWSBURY PA 17361 

saintpaulucc161@gmail.com 

  

  

   July / August 2021 

PASTOR 
The Rev. Dr. Martha H. Boyer 

140 Oak Ridge Dr., York PA 17402 
Cell #717.858-2991 

marthahboyer@hotmail.com 
www.saintpaulucc.com 

  

SECRETARY 
Brenda Davis 

Office Phone:  717.235.7003 
Hours:  Tue. 1:30p—5:30p 

  

ORGANIST/CUSTODIAN 
Loretta Daniels 

  

TREASURER &FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Sandra Schroeder 

  
  

CONSISTORY PRESIDENT 
Jan Sechrist 

  
WORSHIP — 10:15 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9:00 AM 

  

Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month. 

http://www.saintpaulucc.com/

